Words connecting generations: good practice format
Appendix: more information about this project e.g. website, blogs, audiovisual or printed material

Identifikation of the practice/ project/ activity�
�
Short intro to good practice (max. 200 signs)�
In March 18th, 2011 first Living Library was organised  in Jelenia Góra. Living Library which collected 11 titles was open for 7 hours (between 11:00-18:00) and it attracted almost 200 readers interested in borrowing living books. There were among them  such a titles available as: gay, lesbian, priest, active senior or blind person. Readers could check the catalogue of books available in the library and decide to borrow a book and have a chat with him or she. Living library was organised in cooperation with Książnica Karkonoska – biggest and newest library in Jelenia Góra, /there were around 30 people involved in the realisation of the event.�
�
Title (english and original language)�
Human Library


Żywa Biblioteka�
�
Short description  (max. 2.000 signs)�
The Human Library is an innovative method designed to promote dialogue, reduce prejudices and encourage understanding among people. In its initial form the Human Library is a mobile library set up as a space for dialogue and interaction. Visitors of a Human Library are given the opportunity to speak informally with “people on loan” - this latter group being varied in age, sex and cultural background. The Human Library enable to break stereotypes by challenging the most common prejudices in a positive and humorous manner. It is a concrete, easily transferable and affordable way of promoting tolerance and understanding. 


First human Library was organized in 2000 on Roskilde Festival, Denmark by organisation “Stop the violence”.  


Human Library works as a traditional library: there are books, librarian and, of course, readers. Every reader can borrow a book for some limited time under some specific conditions. The biggest difference among traditional library and human library is that books are... human beings who want to share their stories with readers. Deciding for borrowing a book readers decide to have a conversation with them. There is a catalogue of books available for readers.  Every book has a title and a story behind. Before borrowing a book reader agree to fulfil some specific conditions, like for example to be polite and not “damage” books.  


UNESCO Initiatives Centre organized Human Library  on  March 18th, 2011 in Jelenia Góra in cooperation with  Książnica Karkonoska. Event attracted around 200 people to come and a was a great success in the city where such kind of event was organised for the first time. �
�
ICT use within practice





�
Website of human library: � HYPERLINK "http://humanlibrary.org/index.html"��http://humanlibrary.org/index.html�


Human library manual: http://eycb.coe.int/eycbwwwroot/hre/eng/documents/ll%20english%20final.pdf


Article in a local press about human library in Jelenia Góra: http://www.jelonka.com/news,single,init,article,32943�
�
Target group: who should be reached by the project? (speakers as well as audience)�
All the society. While visiting living library people can meet their prejudice but in another hand can be also inspired by the story of a books or simply ask questions they always wanted to ask.�
�
Which methods have to be used to reach them?�
Online methods of spreading info – websites of project partners, creating www of the project and fb profile. It’s good to prepare posters and leaflets in advance and spread it. It’s also worth run some workshops in schools in the topic of tolerance and human rights in advance of the project as a way of promotion the event and invite students to come�
�
Objectives of the practice�
�
�
Steps to take�
�
Financial resources�
“Books21” – Grundtvig Partnership Project�
�
Human resources:


- Staff (paid, voluntary)


- Needed partners / support for the project�
It really depends on the size of the event we are planning to organize. In Living Library in Jelenia Góra we had:


2 coordinators


11 books


4 librarians


10 volunteers


translators


graphic designer


helping stuff from the library�
�
time and duration ( Required time to prepare and implement the project)�
Our library lasted from 11:00am until 18:00 pm. We had almost 200 visitors. 


We started to organize an event around 2-3 months in advance.�
�
Effects of the practice /project �
�
Quantitative results of the project (how many participants, how often..) �
As far we had one edition of Living Library in Jelenia Góra but we’re planning to organize it again as the first edition was a great success. We had 11 books and almost 200 readers.�
�
Added value and learning outcomes for the participants�
All participants could meet their prejudices and revise their overviews in the topic of stereotypes – not only readers who came to borrow the books but also books, librarians, organizers and volunteers themselves could spend whole day in a very diverse surrounding and learn from each other and inspire each other. For some of the readers meeting with living book was a braking point in their life - they had an opportunity to open themselves in front of somebody who has the same problems or just ask questions which are hard or difficult to ask to someone else.�
�
Added value  and learning outcomes for the organization�
We had an opportunity to organize Living Library for the first time  and put our knowledge and experience taken in the previous projects into the practice. After the project we are still in a very good contact with the Książnica Karkonoska – library, where event was organized and from this moment it’s our solid partner in numerous projects. We also gained contacts to Living Books who are still interested into cooperation in the future living libraries as well as volunteers, who are quite active in our NGO.


�
�
Testimonies of involved persons (speakers or audience or organiser)�
“A very successful project. Something amazing. I was able to borrow only one "Living Book", but it was for me new and very enlightening experience. I want to congratulate the organizers and everyone involved in the project.” – Kasss, reader





“How do you advised of the crowds that besieged library? That’s a  great success.” – Mol, reader





“Great stuff, besides librarians  I met also wonderful people from Wroclaw who initiated the event. I hope to see another such a actions  in our region, because the matter is certainly worthy of attention!” – Artur, volunteer


�
�
Summary�
�
Why is the project a good example?�
Because prejudices are everywhere and that’s a really simple and clear method to fight with them. Also that’s a good way to open a discussion in a topic important for this specific local community where is some more important issue : homophobia, xenophobia, racism, unemployment, numerous minorities etc. Human Library let to collect people interested in this specific issue in one place and open discussion .


�
�
What works well?�
Cooperation with local bodies, strengthening tights between organizations and institutions, growing network of contacts, visibility in the local environment, promotion of the event, organization in general.


�
�
What could be changed or improved?�
There is also nice possibility to have a catalogue of books available online to let readers get to know it in advance. We didn’t use it this time but we will in the future. Another idea is to ask people – potential readers which titles are interesting for them and which living book they would like to borrow and try to invite this books for the event.�
�
Identification of the organisation�
�
Name�
UNESCO Initiatives Centre


�
�
Location�
Wroclaw, Poland


�
�
Type of organization�
Association


�
�
Contact details�
info@unescocentre.pl


www.unescocentre.pl


�
�
Contact person 


(and contact details if different to organisations’ contact details�
Magdalena Kudelska 


magda.kudelska@unescocentre.pl�
�
Web link�
www.unescocentre.pl�
�
Languages spoken within organisation�
Polish, English, French, Czech,�
�
 





 








